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ensure freedom of passage through the Suez Canal, he preferred
not to take any initiative at that time and left it to the UJN. Secre-
tary General Dag Hammarskjold, to try to straighten out the mat-
ter with Nasser. "I don't know what you can do unless you want
to resort to force in such affairs", said Eisenhower, "and I'm cer-
tain that we're not trying to settle international problems with
force'9.31
This attitude was not encouraging to Israel which felt that force
ought to be used if there was no other way of compelling a recal-
citrant state (UAR) to comply with its obligations.32 Certain dan-
gers were, however, inherent in any such measure. Ever since
Nasser had turned to the Soviet bloc for military assistance, an
arms race had been going on between the Arab states and Israel,
and there was a risk that the use of force by any one side might
spark off a full scale war.
While Soviet arms flowed in freely into the UAR and also into
Iraq after the 1958 coup, Israel had little luck in securing arms
from the United States even though she had impressed upon the
U.S. government its importance to prevent a deterioration in her
security position. The Eisenhower Administration was reluctant
to become a "major supplier" of arms to Israel for fear of anta-
gonizing the Arab states. Israel had long been getting arms from
Great Britain and France, and Eisenhower felt that they should
"carry a little responsibility", especially since the United States
was already sending arms to "enough nations5'.33 But the arms
which Israel had received from Britain and France were, unfor-
tunately, not adequate enough for her to meet the challenge posed
31 New York Times, 28 April 1960.
32 The right of free and open transit through the Suez Canal was first
laid down in the Convention of Constantinople, 1888.   It was also pro-
vided in the declaration of the United Nations, 1951.    Finally, it was
pledged by President Nasser in 1956 when he nationalized the Suez Canal.
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